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authorship of the paragraph which he quotes from the Medical
Directory. I also most emphatically deny that I caused any-
thing of the kind to be inserted, or that I was aware 8uch a state-
ment had been sent, having a special reason for making no re-

turn this year. Therefore, so far as I am concerned, the injury
attempted to be inflicted upon me is unjust in the extreme,
and only due to the vilest quack in creation.

It really seems that your correspondent would, not so at-

tempt to injure my professional reputation, unless prompted
by some private and selfish motive, and it appears on the face
of his letter, possible, nay, very probable, that your "Enemy to
Humbug" was the very person who sent, or caused to be sent,
to the Directory the statement he now so forcibly denounces.

I think it would be better for the " Enemy to Humbug" in
future to give his name, when he takes upon himself so un-
hesitatingly to attempt the ruin of another, else he at once as-
sumes the character of a low-minded, sneaking coward, a per-
fect "Anguis in herb&acirc;." I should not have noticed his anony-
mous letter, had not the charges brought against me so serious
a tendency. At least, this philanthropic (?) correspondent
should confine his observations to the truth.

I cannot finish without pointing out what appear wilful
mistakes on his part.
He begins by stating that, "In the first place, this young

man calls himself Late resident-accoucheur to St. Bartholo-
mew’s Hospital;’ I beg to say that Mr. Hall never held such
an appointment at this hospital." Now, sir, this is simply a
quibble of words. The Midwifery Assistant, as he is vulgarly
called, is obliged to reside within the walls of the hospital; he
has all the midwifery belonging to the hospital under his
charge; he attends as many as he chooses of them, the re-
mainder he appoints to students who have finished their course
of midwifery lectures (if they refuse to go, he is obliged to at-
tend the labours himself); and should any further assistance
be required, they must send for him; he has also the oppor-
tunity of performing all the operative midwifery occurring
during the time he holds office; and, besides this, he super-
intends and prescribes for the patients in the ward appropriated
to diseases of women, in the absence of the physician accou-
cheur, who generally comes down to see them twice a-week.
Therefore, I say I (lid hold such an appointment.
He then goes on to say, " The post which Mr. Hall held was

that of Midwifery Assistant, an appointment that any pupil
can gain who has attended a certain number of labour cases,
and who has entered his second year’s study." This, sir, he
knows to be a thoroughly false statement; for he must be fully
aware that the Midwifery Assistantship is given as an additional
reward to the person who gains the Practical Midwifery Prize.
This prize was awarded to myself in May, 1852, and I was in
consequence appointed Obstetric Assistant for the following
year. Yet should the prizeman be unable to hold the office, it
is given to the man best qual?fiecl izt. midwifery who is willing
to accept it; but in such cases a legally qualified man is always
preferred; and up to the time I left the hospital, I believe
there has been only one instance in which anyone was ap-
pointed (except the prizemen iza midwifery), who was not either
M.R.C.S. or L. A. C., and that gentleman. had displayed much
more than ordinary knowledge in this branch of medicine; he
also, I believe, obtained a diploma long before his period of
office expired.
Now, sir, I contend, that it is just as proper to call the per-

son who holds this post the Resident-Accoucheur) which he
really is), as to apply to him the name of Midwifery or Obste-
tric-Assistant ; but the Honour and valve of this post does not
depend upon the name you. choose to give it, but upon obtaining
the Practical Midwifery Prize,&mdash;one wich your own practice
alone can secure you, and upon the amount of practical know-
ledge and experiezace you gain, both in midwifery and c?iseases
peculiar to women. On referring to page 177 of the same
Directory your correspozzclent quotes from. I find a prer7ece,,;soi-
of mine takes the same title my friend (?) objects to; therefore
he might, with a-3 much justice, have attacked him as myself;
but of course that would not have answered his present puayose.
In reference to a "pupil who has entered upon his second
year’s study" obtaining the Obstetric Assistantship through
gaining the prize, it is aza uctter impossibility.

Next, your correspondent informs you that my paper on
Placenta Prxvia’’’ was so pitiable a production that the
Managing Committee declined to print it." I thank him ! The
paper of which be complains was never intended to be printed
in its original form, and I stated this to the Secretary of the
" Aber7iethian Society," where it was read. Now, sir, I dc
not suppose for one instant that my paper was worth one single
inch of type, but I believe this was not the reason why the

Publishing Committee declined to print it. (Since your cor-
respondent has opened this subject I am compelled, though re-
luctantly, to continue it.) In that paper I advocated, in a
slightly modified manner, the treatment of Drs. Simpson,
Murphy, Raclforcl, and Barnes, which has saved many lives
that would have been sacrificed by the more common practice.
This, sir, was in direct opposition to the views and lectures of
the Physician-Accoucheur, who was the only one among the
Publishing Committee practising midwifery. IVa.8 it at all
likely, would it not be contrary to common sense to imagine,
that he should wish a mode of treatment to be circulated and
advised strongly amongst the students attending his course of
lectures, so contrary to his own, and which he condemns so
strongly.

Next, this " Enemy to Humbug" complains that my "Essay
on Scrofula has never been printed, and failed in the object
for which it was written." True, the essay has never been
printed, but now is in preparation for publication ; true, also,
it did not gain the prize,- and, indeed, I should have wondered
if it had, for the subject of the prize was not known until
nearly three months out of the twelve (in which it was to be
written) had expired, and soon after its appearance I had the
misfortune to receive a dissecting wound which caused a
serious illness, incapacitating me for nearly six months-there-
fore I completed my essay in a Little more than three months,
whilst my opponent had the power to apply nine months to
his, (I could give more reasons if I felt inclined;) and mine
would never have appeared for competition had not friends
persuaded me to send it in, much against my own wish.
Now, Sir, if your correspondent believed that I had myself

furnished the paragraph to the Directory, I have not so much
to say against his noticing it (although I think none but a
madman would, except to serve his own ends), still I think he
might have ,first ascertained directly from myself, or through
the medium of some medical journal, whether I was its author,
before he attempted to inflict upon me so serious an injury.
But the gross misstatements a2idin8ults he has offered none can
justify, whilst, on the other hand, if he was aware that I had
not furnished the material to the Directory (and his false
representations and the sarcastic style in which he writes lead
me to infer this) it is the most malignant piece ofvillany I could
have imagined one professional man to be guilty of towards
another.
To conclude, if your well-wishing (?) correspondent had

given his name, I could have answered him much more to my
own satisfaction, and perhaps could have judged and exposed
his motives; but not having the honour (?) to know my enemy,
I must judge from his letter alone, and the conclusion I must
draw from this is that which I think every unprejudiced mind
must infer-viz., that instead of wishing to see me made
"timely wise" (as he states), he in truth desires to see me
" timely ruined."

Assuring you that no one is a greater " enemy to humbug"
than myself,

I remain, yours, &c.,
F. RUSSELL HALL.

St. Andrew’s-street, Cambridge, Jan. 1854.
F. RUSSELL HALL.

THE VACCINATION EXTENSION ACT.
To the Editor of THE LANCET.

SIR, &mdash;The union medical officers and public vaccinators
have lately been much abused, and have (being a very patient
and long-suffering class) taken it very quietly. One thing has,
however, been entirely overlooked by your many correspon-
dents who propose that every medical man should be appointed
a public vaccinator. The chief objection now is that the
vaccinator may and does vaccinate the private patients of his
medical brethren, and that too gratuitously. This is true and
unavoidable at present, but the remedy proposed ia infinitely
worse. Suppose in a town where there are six doctors who
vaccinate " by appointment" gratuitously. Mr. A. will then
have not one only-the union vaccinator&mdash;to call and ask Mrs.
Z&mdash; if he " shall vaccinate the dear little baby," but he will
have five other oppositionists to call and rub hands, and ask
"how the other little ones are," and " regret Mr. A. should not

have already thought proper to vaccinate Johnny, but now
! having some very good matter perhaps she would like him to
’ operate," &c. &c. Surely, sir, the evil would be a hundred-
fold increased by this competition. Unworthy and unprofes-

sional, I grant, but still a necessary consequence of adopting
’ the views of many of your correspondents. Agreeing entirely
with "An Union Surgeon," and disagreeing totally with

, most of the views not only on this, but on other subjects, taken
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,by Mr. W. N. Spong (whose practice I as a former fellow-
student am glad to find is so "active"), I hope Lord Lyttelton
will pause ere he attempts to take away from the union surgeon
the little addition made to his salary by the privilege of vacci-
nating gratuitously. I would not object to a medical man
being paid by the parish for vaccinating his own private
patients, but I do object to the peripatetic competition which
will follow the adoption of his lordship’s "highly expedient"
proposition.

I am, Sir, yours faithfully,
January, 1854. ANOTHER UNION SURGEON.ANOTHER UNION SURGEON.

THE MEDICAL REFORM BILL.

, 

To the Editor of THE LANCET.

SIR,&mdash;Will you allow me to ask the medical paofession the
’following questions, through the medium of your widely-circu-
lated journal :- ,

1st. Is it generally known and understood by them, that in
the proposed Medical Reform Bill a man possessing a diploma
of the Royal College of Surgeons only is to be registered with, ’,
and as legally entitled to practise as a general practitioner, as I
a, man possessing the qualification of both the Hall and I
College?

2nd. Will the Society of Apothecaries and its members
sanction this, especially those who are members of the College
as well ?
I would say, let the existing practitioners be registered,

with privileges according to their diplomas; the future practi-
tioners according to the new Act.

Yours most respectfully,
January, 1854. AN OLD SUBSCRIBER.

‘# We readily insert this note; but we cannot undertake
to publish even a tenth part of the replies that it may pro-
duce.&mdash;SUB-ED. L.

Military and Naval Intelligence.
THE BENGAL MEDICAL SERVICE.

It is more than six years since one hundred and eighty-four
.surgeons and assistant-surgeons on the Bengal establishment,
with the late Dr. Corbyn at their head, forwarded a petition to
the ’Court of Directors. In that document, all the grievances
of the service, their inferior pay, the unjust distinction between
- themselves and other officers of the army in the matter of leave,
-and* the deficiency of prizes for the able and ambitious, were
fairly and temperately set forth. The subject, however, to
which the attention of the Court was most earnestly directed,
was the extreme tardiness of promotion. It was shown to be

impossible, under the present system, for a medical officer to
reach the higher grades of his profession, until his frame had
been exhausted by battling with disease in a dangerous climate,
or until old age had diminished the energies necessary to render
those appointments something better than "silver cushions."
The senior superintending-surgeon had been forty years in
India, the senior-surgeon thirty-eight, the senior assistant-sur-
geon seventeen, and there appeared bnt little probability of
any improvement in the prospects of the service. The answer
to the petition is not before us, but from that day to the present,
little or nothing has been done to remedy the evils then brought
under the consideration of the Home authorities. Reports
have from time to time been circulated and denied, that the
Court of Directors have at length become aware of the real
tendency of the present system. Rumours have been regularly
received of an alteration in the tenure of staff appointments, of
a large increase of the circles of superintendence, of the creation
of a new grade of first-class surgeons, and finally of a great
addition to the ranks of the service itself.
The last rumour only has proved correct. The enlargement

of our territories, the gradual absorption of native states, the
increase of the army, and the growing disposition of the service
to retire as soon as they are entitled to their pensions, rendered
the concession imperatively necessary. Accordingly, the
Calcutta Gazette of Saturday, the lOth insuant, announces that
ten surgeons, and forty-one assistant-surgeons have been added
to the lists. The notification, we fear, will create much bitter
disappointment. It is true, it raises the numerical strength of
the service almost to an equality with its duties, provides officers
for the Punjab, and for Pegu, and removes the necessity for
placing native sub-assistant-surgeons in charge of great military
stations. It is true also, that it is equivalent to twelve months’

promotion to all who are now upon the list, and that it will be
felt as a boon by those who count every month which intervenes
between them and promotion. But the service, as such, is not
benefited. It is in fact less worth competing for than it was
before, for the addition only increases the disparity between
the higher and lower grades, and diminishes the chance of
obtaining the annuities when the covenanted period has expired,
In 1836, when Scinde was yet unconquered, and the Sikhs still
in possession of the Punjab, when Sumbhulpore belonged to
its rajah, and Pegu was known only as a place where we had
expended millions of treasure, there were three hundred and
sixty medical officers on the roll. Of these, one-third, or 120,
including the staff, were surgeons. At the commencement of
the present year, after we had added 100,000 square miles,
and 8,000,000 people to our dominions, the authorised number
was 354. It had actually decreased, as the necessity for addi-
tional numbers became more palpably evident. Nor was this
all. While the grade of "Subordinate Superintendents" had
ceased to exist, and the emoluments of the service, as of every
every other department, had been seriously diminished, the
proportion of surgeons to assistants had scarcely varied. It was
still 129 to 230 or thirty-five per cent. of the entire number.
By the present addition, the disparity between the numbers of
the two grades becomes still more conspicuous. The service
is increased to 410 members, but its rate of promotion
is diminished two per cent., and the superior grade includes
only thirty-three per cent. of the entire number. The effect
of such a change upon the prospects of the service requires
neither argument nor illustration.
The subject must, however, be considered from a much higher

point of view. We contend that by thus reducing the emolu-
ments of their medical servants, the home authorities are

weakening their efficiency, and pro tanto injuring the State.
Not to speak of the fact, that every such increase insures
greater age in those departments, where mature vigour is
most urgently required; not to mention the deterioration of
character caused by the absence of hope and of all motive to
exertion, the future efficiency of an important arm is seriously
endangered. The standing and the skill of the men to whom
the lives of our officers must be often-times entrusted, is no
light matter, and every measure which depreciates their
position, diminishes also the average ability available.
Men of real ability and high character will not seek to enter

a service in which they can hope only for a bare subsistence in
a country which with all its advantages is a land of exile,
where they lose all opportunity of increasing their scientific
acquirements, and where they have little prospect of obtaining
reputation. It will doubtless be argued that the pension com-
pensates for every disadvantage, and that to return home in
middle life with &pound;500 a year and a profession is, after all, a
better prospect than is offered in England or the colonies. We
should at once acknowledge the force of the argument, but
that it has no real foundation. Every surgeon now desires to
return to Europe as speedily as possible. He cannot hope for
promotion, except after years of toil in a climate unsuited to
the health of his children, and he prefers the chances of English
practice to wasting time, energy, and hope in fruitless expecta-
tion. The number of annuities which may be obtained is
limited, the competition is severe, and instead of seventeen
years, the pension frequently cannot be obtained for twenty.
The youngest on the list of applicants this year had served for
upwards of twenty years. These facts will speedily be known
in England. Men about to compete in public will inquire
eagerly into every particular of their future career; and unless
the evil is speedily remedied, we stand some chance of obtain-
ing the worst instead of the best specimens of the medical
profession.&mdash;Friend of India, Dec. 15, 1853.

THE MEETING 1,N LONDON.&mdash;We extract a report of
this meeting from a non-medical contemporary, because that
contained in the medical journals is rather too long and too
particular as to details of little importance to Irish readers.
Indeed, we have devoted too much of our space to the matter
altogether, for there is evidently something more than sympa-
thy in operation for the aggrieved individual. One story, they
say, is good until another is told, and perhaps we might have
to unsay much if we ventured to say much. Nothing can be
more objectionable than the visitation by hospital committees
of penalties upon their medical officers for alleged offences
committed beyond the hospital walls; but nothing can be
more objectionable than attacks on an hospital by one of its
own surgeons. If Mr. GAY was not accessory to the attack
complained of, he has been very badly used; if he was, he has
only himself to blame.&mdash;Dublin Medical Press,


